Mortality due to trauma in childhood.
Mortality rates and factors affecting the mortality rates were studied retrospectively in 390 children with abdominal and/or thoracic trauma. Age groups, admission time, additional system injuries, and mortality rate were used as parameters. The severity of trauma injury was evaluated according to the Modified Injury Severity Scale. The mean mortality rate in all the groups was 7.9%. The rate was 6.7% for thoracic, 7.5% for abdominal, and 14.7% for combined trauma. This study demonstrates that early admitted children, children with additional organ injuries, and MISS scores greater than 25 have much more risk of mortality, and the mortality rate in preschool children is not different from the other groups.